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EDITOR’S NOTE

| set out to make No Straight
Lines the definitive anthology of
queer comics. In the most profound
sense, | failed.

The world of LGBTQ cartooning
is even richer and deeper than
| could have imagined at the
beginning of the long process it
took to produce this book. The
more | dig into this material, the
more | continue to uncover. What in
my initial hubris | imagined as the
definitive collection has now been
revealed as simply a collection; no
matter how well-researched and
how thoughtfully compiled, the
subject matter here is simply too
vast and mercurial for a definitive statement.

This is for me both a source of frustration and
giddy excitement. The difficulty and complexity of
collecting, presenting, and examining such work
means that more should be done in this vein,
especially as our culture is progressing rapidly
toward new ways of thinking about both queerness
and sequential art.

My first task in putting together No Straight
Lines was to create a working definition of queer
comics. They are comic books, strips, graphic novels,
and webcomics that deal with LGBTQ themes from
an insider’s perspective. These works are sometimes
created by straight artists and read by straight
audiences, but they differentiate themselves from
queer representations in mainstream comics by the
perspective they evince. In the past, the mainstream
never touched LGBTQ characters except in a
derogatory or fetishistic fashion; that’s different now
in the age of well-rounded lesbian superheroes and
sympathetic gay Archie characters. Still, it remains
the job of mainstream comics to assimilate LGBTQ
characters, while it falls to queer comics to dissect
queer identities and examine in more profound ways
the queer experience.

At the outset, | had to make some concrete
decisions about what No Straight Lines could
include. First, | settled on literary (by which | mean
non-pornographic) comics; wonderful work has been
done in queer erotic comics (I’'ve made some myself),
but that material has been for the most part better

Comics

catalogued than its literary counterpart. Second, |
decided that the collection would include only the
Western world; the subject of Eastern queer comics,
particularly the material in Japanese manga, is too
vast and requires its own book.

In collecting the material for the book, | had
three considerations, in this hierarchy of importance:
artistic merit, historical merit, and representational
merit. First and foremost, No Straight Lines should
be a tremendously good read. After that, it should
leave the reader with a better understanding of the
complex history and diversity of LGBTQ comics.

Perhaps my biggest frustration was the near-
impossibility of excerpting from longer narratives. As
my editorial focus was squarely on stories that could
be enjoyed in the form in which they are presented
in the anthology, many graphic novels, serialized
comics, and long-form webcomics simply proved
impossible to excerpt in a satisfying way. Thus, the
vast majority of the work here is short stories and
one-pagers; luckily there was still a huge amount of
stellar material to choose from. I've included a list of
notable works in the back of this collection for those
interested in reading more.

What you are holding in your hand is not the
definitive anthology of queer comics. Instead, it
is a signpost pointing the way to a unique artistic
underground. | hope that you continue along that
path to discover more of the richness it offers.

Justin Hall
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Why most gay crimes go unsolved.

“When Mother accepts something, she goes all the way.”’

Charles Ortlieb and Richard Fiala
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USUAL. AFTER DRAWING UNTIL . : y
MY HAND CRAMPED JP, T WENT
TO INNESTIGATE.

BUT ScoN T WAS FEELING
IT EVEN OUTSIDE, IN
THE MIPDLE OF AN OPEN
MEADOW.

N, ] <WE REST WILL <
K N R 0 S0

A o % EP SUPPOSED
Uk S g
X WITK AL TH'S

A HUNDRED MILES AWAY, T SPENT THE HAPPEST
NIGHT OF My LIFE.

EXT DAY, THE FESTIVAL ENDED. ¥ COUDN'T STAND 1T WiTH A BURST oF
FRANTIC, DESPERATE ENERGY, T HAULED

AT 7 P.M., T PACKED Up MY BooTH,
ALL MY BoxES AND GEAR TWD MILES IN A

BUT WE WEREW'T ALLOWED TD BRING
Uz, CARS INTD LOAD ouR STURF CART, INME DARK AND RAIN, TO My
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING. CAR,

Trmso BUMMED? P (sciro]
CAN You BELIEVE
wE HAVE To LEAVE
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[
R
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Nave
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Lot s werd -y lifeis so
A ot ' well- o chraight!

\{ooqu%me

h&rﬁ oo

‘H‘lé doorbél\---§Z Y

2i0 Leanne Franson



O ap brught toyWSu pra—G a]axy

Oh Wi Xavier!
Gotta qet back

Yo work:

) Xavier \'m your friend, so
T please understand, lim telling
you this for your owwn good,

%u have B.0. Here, try #his
M new Q-S503p. See what happews.

HOI\)‘TM,RHV\WMCX/’MJW
L v wamttd to WW
ot e, thomts fry He soop.
JAS ke & 'ywk omfsh
deywemb...

S WEEKS LATER...
Q-stuff really N / .

works! Lcan l \gﬂ%
&7 Y
J #

NI fee) my life
%)\ turning drevu
already !

Hortense?
Xavier|
“5 .

Hortense,Rinaldo,
Let me explain..

Xaviee ,you mad fool ! Cau't You
see 7 Theres someone who loves
you despite all ! Dont you re-
member who gave you +hat

soap in +he first place 7

Maurice Vellekoop 2l



i Do DRAG EVERY ONCE iN A WHILE.
it's FUN, TRANSFORMATIVE anD, BEST oF aty,
yov GET AWAY WiTH MURDER iN GAY BARS.-.

... STEAL PEOPLE'S DRINKS,
GRAB B0YS' BUTTS, YENTA, BRAWL...
WHATEVER You WANT.

wrar LOVELY &, ] \\“‘§ %W A

LE@S JOU HAVE.. CoN T GET \\\\\‘\:\\\q&'
YoV A =
v ﬁ CockTAIL YA

O\
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M'm EVERY WOMAN"

3 SIGNATVRE
s MY NVMBER/

Aﬂt i

... AND TWISTED CLOSET CASES JUST DRUNK ENOUGH To
CONVINCE THEMSELVES YOoU'Re A “REAL GIRU'AND iT5 A BALL,

< ‘ GURE WouLD Like ™
B ' e o your PUSSY. [ Don'T HAVE
a “PUSSY."

URE you po,
5 HONEY !

v ' D
THE F{RST TIME ( DID DRAG, | DIDN'T GO To A GAY BAR, THOUGH. | WAS WiTh MY PARENTS iN THE
BASEMENT OF ST. IGNATIUS GRADE SCHOOL. MY AUNT PEGGY AND THE PRIEST WHO BAPTIZED ME WERE THERE.
I WAS SEVEN YEARS obLD.

22 Dan Savage and Ellen Forney



THE OCCASION whAs b HALLOWEEN PARTY and COSTUME CONTECT -~y FiRGT
BIG SLOUTING EVENT SINCLE JOINING THE CuB SCOUTS & FEW MONTHS PRiOR.

gy (MO-0M- 1 Don'T e RN B you SHouLD HAvE Given
§ Know WHAT VM I uis SOME THOUGHT AND NOT
GONNA WEAR TO B nitep untit e LAST
THE PARTY. AN A MINUTE To come To ME

AND BOK ME To HELP You.

NOW THERE's
NOTRING

DISTRESSED, 1+ WENT iNTO MY SISTER'S Room AND

WiD IN BER CLOSET-~-  REALLY i Pib. ; *t 2
ey i o
//"\ / ; i%%}g My COSTUME.
0 r é ‘{ IRTEON PROBLEM"/;
o z{ SowveD./

(1 D iN WER CLOSET ALL THE TIME--<
THE METAPHOR WAS LOET ON ME.

ny QUNT PEGGY DID My HAIR
\E .

Y ES
R

DADDY'S LITILE
GiRL! WA!ha/

WHERE'S Thg
CAMERA?

HE'S GONND WiN

FIRST PRize/

| ab

| PARPDED THE COSTUME FOR MY FAMILY, who WERE ALL, AND REMAIN To THIS DAY,
ALARMINGLY SUPPORTIVE = Even My FATHER THE CoP.

Dan Savage and Ellen Forney 213
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THRAT NGHT...
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~ . N A7A0 v 0

OME TO THE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN PARTY IN DRESSES BEFORE-- DRAG Whs
T B D Vs Thtwp BEEN ERGLE SCOUTS AND ATWLETIC TSPES, whost BOYHOOD

CoULDN'T BE CALLED INTO QUESTIoN By ONE HALLOWEEN /N BAD DRAG -
...aNp BAD DRAG it Was, NOT ME ... WHILE | WASN'T GLAMOROUS, 1

3 SOMEMOW HAD THE IMPULSE TD BE REAL.
S T B
$-> 0 2
& -
%Y
AN
-/ )
- "
i
~ i‘\ 3 ‘Q{l
(4 it/
| DIDN'T WANT TO Look LIKE AN UGLY WOMAN, | | T WENT T0 TRAT PARTY iN AN OUTFIT i WOULD
OR A WOMAN AT ALL. | WANTED To BE... WEAR iF | WERE A GIRL MYy OWN AGE, WiTH
MY PRIORITIES, DREAMS, AND ASPIRATIONS.

Yy,
% A

il

F4 [ Dan Savage and Ellen Forney
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EVERYONE $PYS
DaN'S COSTUME
S
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N PSS ot 5
V7 EATHER KUSAK N\
: ! oo DRD YOURE
\ Gonna 6ET FIRST /
\\ PR\IE L PR
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16 BEST:

N
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N
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FipeT PRIZE Was TAKEN FROM ME AND
GIVEN To A BoY DRESSED iN THREE CARDBOARD
BOXES covereD WitH TINFOIL ---

- = X /
ReiAd -
D \\m‘ e
M@
- Y ) . —_—
AN N
/ = N\ [ ] ] \
40 2
B b N8
---REAL BOY

e — ScouT MATERIAL-

CECOND PRIZE WAS GIVEN To A BOY iN A
NAMBLA- HUED FORESHA_bowiNé OF THE
NBTIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE PERSON.

-
T a—
e ~
HISTORICALLY & ~

RoLiTicaLly
INCORRECT

Wy -
/ N
LA

)

i TRIED 7o Pyt o A BRAVE FACE ...
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...BUT INGIDE! insioe | ACHED,
.

HoNEY, GOME OF THE PARENTS
FiGURED.., THESE BOYS MADE THEIR
COSTUMES, AND YJOURS TS AUT 0F youR
sisTER'S CLOSET, so...
WELL...

WELL,

.. i SNAPPED/
< ’/gﬂ%‘,s‘ \

90\) ARE BL‘ ND.'.//

AND You PuNisH ME /
For youp BLINDNESS.

you FAIL To GRASR ws 16 NOT Jusr

%] v SUBTLETIES of a GIRL SCOUT

™y DECONSTRUCTED COSTUME From
GENDER [DENTITY My SISTER'S
CLOSET /!

1’5 A COMMENTARY
on THE FLUID AN> ARBITRARY
NATURE oF

SEX ROLE

A DEMONSTRAT oN
oF THE MWZ%FBMTY

! JPaE SuRraces!

2l6 Dan Savage and Ellen Forney



» RADICAL ACT OF BRAVERY '/ / /,
o INSIONT, F;’j“‘;i Sy ()
BAMINATIO - A
%%osqz‘\een SEX ROLES, 3
TABOO, SEWAr | — =
CONTEXTUALIZATIO A

AND THE [MPACT OF THESE

SOciAL [SeRVAL PRRID
o Youth!!/ 7
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WHIC4 OF COURSE I'D NEVER. \
Be. NEVER. VSTALITTLE
YPOTHESIS HERE. BUT IF
TWEREONE... I'DEBE

TReAkIN' FABULOUS!

NOT THAT1 EVER WAD A
DESIRE TO B ONE . OH NO..,
Beal MeN JusT DoN'T 6O
TheRe. EUTSTMEQEP

HEN I"'D WEAR ONLY THE Ez:

‘MILL‘I'ACK‘I MIPPLE CLASS LaNe PIED SILK DRESSES,.. AND MY

ERYANT TRANNIE 6T VR 1D EWELRY WOULD Be TRigaL
WEAR GOLP AND COFPER AND
Wﬁ%"%"ﬁ%@"‘% :ﬂg :gm{wnwv HEAD

(VL
e Y “Nem

' 2 _l_l,

UM NOTA

OF COURSE ALL THAT'S MOOT.

DRAG QUEEN AND

I"LL NEVERBE A DRAG
UEEN.

2l8 Ivan Velez, Jr.



ek You VP first,

T £\ o o Restoration

";\wawﬂe, *then to

. ordy's Tor juneh,
A% . KLk
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THISTS I3 - Ml '8 - =
AND sex GAY MEN ey
ARE Yoo DERING
N A, COMMENT gsmep STUE (w“&:‘ﬁ?ﬂfm, Who V".}’{&é- “ ooy
®, SERE, 4T, ) fop TwAT KiND OF PLAY 1o MORUNEL QG
£ © MOT 20 THE same pRugS AS yeuR

PN M
NG ¢ T e paTReS
© (Feeationnuty, KNG ou; i QCOQ?E\,T;O“ oET ™
SOMEONE WHO FINDS You 55&“&1@“‘

NowT'm all horpy, - hot \eather calsuit

FRIENDS (F oNE oF THe
VR y COMPONENTS \§

& §ulrounded b,sqy

Y Wi
’ ! ?
o
@99550 NOT GET DRuNK AnD HAVE

",
R WITH YOUR GAY MALE FRIEND. ow To FIND FAGS To "HAG .enwoe DAME
4 you acty D X 08 AT THE Qe & ¢5cP.E€N.
‘D;ﬁck itin? by ® GEI:C)STORE. ® oF STRGE

o ok a lst bettern
round next to my
Q77 watoreycle..,

KUALITY
@""'T BE AFrmb To FaulL N WVE WTHOT Expecryr o C"‘"vw'i‘es HE BEST PART 0F /1.
PRE(EDENT‘ ETc. fop Gl WOS #ND FAGS, Lovg (5 (oVE, AND WY
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