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EDITOR’S NOTE
I set out to make No Straight 

Lines the definitive anthology of 
queer comics. In the most profound 
sense, I failed.  

The world of LGBTQ cartooning 
is even richer and deeper than 
I could have imagined at the 
beginning of the long process it 
took to produce this book. The 
more I dig into this material, the 
more I continue to uncover. What in 
my initial hubris I imagined as the 
definitive collection has now been 
revealed as simply a collection; no 
matter how well-researched and 
how thoughtfully compiled, the 
subject matter here is simply too 
vast and mercurial for a definitive statement.

This is for me both a source of frustration and 
giddy excitement. The difficulty and complexity of 
collecting, presenting, and examining such work 
means that more should be done in this vein, 
especially as our culture is progressing rapidly 
toward new ways of thinking about both queerness 
and sequential art. 

My first task in putting together No Straight 
Lines was to create a working definition of queer 
comics. They are comic books, strips, graphic novels, 
and webcomics that deal with LGBTQ themes from 
an insider’s perspective.  These works are sometimes 
created by straight artists and read by straight 
audiences, but they differentiate themselves from 
queer representations in mainstream comics by the 
perspective they evince. In the past, the mainstream 
never touched LGBTQ characters except in a 
derogatory or fetishistic fashion; that’s different now 
in the age of well-rounded lesbian superheroes and 
sympathetic gay Archie characters.  Still, it remains 
the job of mainstream comics to assimilate LGBTQ 
characters, while it falls to queer comics to dissect 
queer identities and examine in more profound ways 
the queer experience.

At the outset, I had to make some concrete 
decisions about what No Straight Lines could 
include. First, I settled on literary (by which I mean 
non-pornographic) comics; wonderful work has been 
done in queer erotic comics (I’ve made some myself), 
but that material has been for the most part better 

catalogued than its literary counterpart. Second, I 
decided that the collection would include only the 
Western world; the subject of Eastern queer comics, 
particularly the material in Japanese manga, is too 
vast and requires its own book.  

In collecting the material for the book, I had 
three considerations, in this hierarchy of importance: 
artistic merit, historical merit, and representational 
merit. First and foremost, No Straight Lines should 
be a tremendously good read. After that, it should 
leave the reader with a better understanding of the 
complex history and diversity of LGBTQ comics.

Perhaps my biggest frustration was the near- 
impossibility of excerpting from longer narratives. As 
my editorial focus was squarely on stories that could 
be enjoyed in the form in which they are presented 
in the anthology, many graphic novels, serialized 
comics, and long-form webcomics simply proved 
impossible to excerpt in a satisfying way. Thus, the 
vast majority of the work here is short stories and 
one-pagers; luckily there was still a huge amount of 
stellar material to choose from. I’ve included a list of 
notable works in the back of this collection for those 
interested in reading more.

What you are holding in your hand is not the 
definitive anthology of queer comics. Instead, it 
is a signpost pointing the way to a unique artistic 
underground. I hope that you continue along that 
path to discover more of the richness it offers.

Justin Hall
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